THE  LETTERS  OF  KING  HENRY  VIII

the proximity of blood between us, we have been slack to require
of them, being also of ourself inclined to peace, as we have ever
been always glad, rather without prejudice to omit to demand our
right, if it might conserve peace, than by demanding thereof
to be seen to move war, specially against our neighbour, against
our nephew, against him whom we have preserved from
danger, and in such a time as it were expedient for all Christen-
dom to be unite in peace, whereby to be the more able to resist
the common enemy the Turk.

But for whatsoever considerations we have omitted to speak
hitherto of the matter, it is nevertheless true that the kings of
Scots have always knowledged the kings of England superior
lords of the realm of Scotland, and have done homage and fealty
for the same.

This appeareth first by history, written by such as for con-
firmation of the truth in memory, have truly noted ancl
signified the same. Secondly it appeareth by instruments of
homage made by the kings of Scots, and divers notable personages
of Scotland, at divers and sundry times sealed with their seals,
and remaining in our treasury* Thirdly it appeareth by registers
and records judicially and authentically made, yet preserved for
confirmation of the same. So as the matter of title being most
plain, is furnished also with all manner of evidences for declara-
tion thereof. . . .

Law and reason serveth, that the passing over of time not
commodious to the purpose, is not allegeable in prescription for
the loss of any right.   And the minority of the King of Scots
hath endured xxi years of our reign, which being an impediment
on their part, the whole prescription of the Scots, if the matter
were prescriptible, is thus deduced evidently to xiii year, which
xiii year without excuse we have ceased and forborne to demand
our duty, like as the Scots have likewise ceased to offer and tend
the same.   For which cause nevertheless we do not enter this
war, ne minded to demand any such matter, now being rather
desirous to rejoice and take comfort in the friendship of our
nephew, as our neighbour^ than to move matter unto him of
displeasure, whereby to alienate such natural inclination of love,
as he should have toward us.   But such be the works of God,